
 

September 16, 2025 

The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne 
Minister of Finance 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 

 

Re: Canada’s Opportunity to Lead on Debt Justice and Climate Equity 

Dear Minister Champagne, 

 

We extend our warm congratulations on your appointment as Canada’s 
Minister of Finance. We wish you wisdom and courage in this vital role, 
particularly as Canada and the world grapple with overlapping economic, 
climate and social challenges. 

We write to you regarding the 2025 Jubilee campaign, Turn Debt into Hope, 
which is a global initiative aimed at addressing the debt crisis faced by low-
income countries. Forty percent of the world’s population live in countries that 
spend more on debt repayments than on healthcare, education or climate 
action—diverting resources from the very services their people urgently need. 

The campaign was endorsed by the late Pope Francis and includes 
representatives of labour, civil society, climate movements and others who 
care about economic justice. In Canada, KAIROS Canada is leading this 
campaign in collaboration with Citizens for Public Justice, Development and 
Peace – Caritas Canada, the Office of Religious Congregations for Integral 
Ecology and The Canadian Council of Churches.  

Our theme, Turn Debt into Hope reflects a vision shared by communities 
around the world: that unjust and unsustainable debts should not stand in the 
way of human dignity, climate resilience and the right to a sustainable future. 
Servicing debilitating debt burdens is a direct barrier to many countries’ ability 
to respond to climate disasters and invest in energy transitions. 

In April we had the pleasure of meeting with staff from the Finance and 
Global Affairs offices, where we had a brief dialogue about this campaign. 
Steven Kuhn has been especially helpful and open to dialogue. We are eager 
to meet with you in particular, as Minister of Finance, to discuss 
developments in the global campaign and Canada’s participation in key 
multilateral spaces for addressing the growing global debt crisis. 



 

We are encouraged by Canada’s historical leadership on international debt 
relief, including through its support for the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
(HIPC) Initiative. This legacy provides a strong foundation for Canada to take 
a principled stand once again, especially as many low- and middle-income 
countries now face mounting debt crises, exacerbated by the climate 
emergency, rising interest rates and structural inequalities in the global 
financial system. 

Nevertheless, we are concerned about the limited progress in global forums 
such as the G7 and the Fourth Financing for Development Conference. 
Canada’s role in these efforts shows a distance between its policy positions 
and its commitments to climate action, gender equality and Indigenous and 
human rights. We also urge the government to recognize and respond to its 
ecological debt—the disproportionate use of natural resources by high-
income countries, which has caused environmental damage, including the 
climate change impacts now severely affecting the Global South. 

In light of these challenges and the opportunity to bring renewed hope, we 
respectfully call on Canada to: 

● Use its influence in multilateral spaces, especially the upcoming IFI, 
COP30 and G20 meetings, to stop the debt crisis now by cancelling 
and remedying unjust and unsustainable debts, without economic 
policy conditions. 

● Prevent debt crises from happening again by addressing their root 
causes, reforming the global financial system to prioritize people and 
the planet. 

● Use our global leadership and position within the G7 and G20 to 
advocate for the establishment of a UN Framework Convention on 
Sovereign Debt. 

● Ensure that Canada’s climate finance contributions be “new and 
additional” – not double-counted or part of existing aid packages. 
They should be primarily grants - not for-profit loans, conditional 
investment or private investment. 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues and calls with you and 
your policy staff and to support your office in advancing Canada’s leadership 
on global debt justice. 

Thank you for your attention and commitment to these critical matters. We 
look forward to hearing from your office. 

Sincerely, 



 

 
Tania Principe, Executive Director                                                           
KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives 
 

 
 
Dr. Sue Wilson, CSJ 
Chair of the Board 
Office of Religious Congregations for Integral Ecology (ORCIE) 
 

 
Luke Stocking, Interim Executive Director 
Development and Peace - Caritas Canada 
 

                                                                                     
 
Willard Metzger, Executive Director 
Citizens for Public Justice  
 

 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, National Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 

 

The Most Rev. Shane Parker, Primate 
The Anglican Church of Canada 
 



 

 
 
The Most Rev. Chris Harper, National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop 
The Anglican Church of Canada  
 

 
 
Will Postma, Executive Director 
Alongside Hope (formerly PWRDF) 
 
 

 
Alain Ambeault, CSV, Executive Director 
Canadian Religious Conference 
 
 

 
 
The Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu 
Executive Minister - Church in Mission Unit 
The United Church of Canada L’Église Unie du Canada 

 

 
Ken Kim 
MCC Canada Executive Director 

  

 


